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For the purposes of the Middle Fork American River Project (MFP or Project) relicensing, the proposed Area of Potential Effects (APE) comprises all lands within the existing FERC Project boundary and within a 200-foot area surrounding any: 
· Project facility or feature (Table 1); 
· Project recreation facility or feature (Table 2); 
· Proposed facility or feature, or disturbance area (e.g. construction and staging areas), associated with a potential Project betterment referred to as the Hell Hole Seasonal Storage Increase (Table 3).
The proposed APE does not include lands above any tunnels because no ground-disturbing activities associated with the Project occur in these areas.   The proposed APE boundaries may be adjusted in the future to: (1) exclude or include specific areas as more detailed information about Project betterments or operation and maintenance activities is developed; and (2) include areas that may be identified in association with the development of protection, mitigation, and enhancement (PM&E) measures or USDA-FS 4(e) conditions.  
The proposed APE as defined above lies within a larger area within which PCWA has conducted cultural resources inventory studies in association with the relicensing of the MFP.  The cultural resources inventory studies were initiated in 2005 and continued through 2008, in consultation with the USDA-FS, Tribes, and other interested stakeholders.   The cultural resources inventory study area was defined in the FERC-approved CUL-1 Cultural Resources Study Plan, as all lands within the existing FERC Project boundary and within a 200-foot area surrounding any:

· Existing Project facility or feature (Table CUL 1-1); 
· Project recreation facility or feature (Table CUL 1-2);
· Dispersed concentrated use area (Table CUL 1-2); and
· Potential Project betterment (Table CUL 1-3).
Cultural resources inventory studies were also conducted in an “expanded study area” which was defined as the area within one-mile of the FERC Project boundary or any Project facility outside of the FERC Project boundary.   These studies were limited to research efforts focused on developing an overall prehistoric, historic, and ethnographic context for the MFP.  Field surveys were not conducted in the expanded study area.  
The proposed APE is smaller than the area in which cultural resources inventory studies were conducted primarily for the following reasons:
· The cultural resources inventory studies were conducted based on the original Project description included in the Pre-Application Document (PAD).  The Project description has since been updated to reflect new information. The current Project description does not include two roads that were included in the original Project description: the Middle Fork American River Gage and Weir below French Meadows Dam Road, and a portion of the Brushy Canyon Adit Road.  These roads were excluded from the Project description because they cross private property and are not used exclusively by PCWA.  These roads were surveyed as part of the cultural resources inventory studies but are not included in the proposed APE. 
· The original Project description included four snow courses.  These snow courses have since been removed from the Project description because they are not used exclusively for operation of the MFP.  The snow courses were surveyed as part of the cultural resources inventory studies but are not included in the proposed APE.

· At the beginning of the relicensing process, PCWA was considering three potential Project betterments.  These three betterments were described in the PAD.  However, two of the three betterments have since been eliminated based on the results of engineering and economic feasibility studies.  The only betterment currently under consideration is the Hell Hole Seasonal Storage Increase, and the concept for this betterment has been modified since it was originally proposed.  The original concept was to install 8-10 foot high crest gates on the existing dam spillway to seasonally increase reservoir storage within the existing maximum flood pool.  The revised concept is to install 6-foot high crest gates on the existing dam spillway.  Cultural resources inventory studies were conducted in all of the areas associated with the three potential Project betterments, as they were originally conceived.  The proposed APE does not include any of the areas associated with the two Project betterments that have been eliminated.  In addition, the proposed APE is limited to the area that would be inundated by a 6-foot dam raise. 
· The proposed APE does not include dispersed concentrated use areas.  Vehicle counts and visitor surveys conducted by PCWA in 2007 and 2008 indicate that these areas receive very little recreation use.  In addition, PCWA does not conduct any activities that would disturb or otherwise affect these areas.  The APE may be expanded to include select dispersed concentrated use areas if enhancements or improvements are proposed in these areas as a result of PM&E discussions.
· The proposed APE does not include areas that lie in the “expanded study area”.   PCWA does not conduct any operation and maintenance activities in the expanded study area.  

To date, a total of 44 cultural resources have been identified in the cultural resources inventory study area.  These resources include: Native American archaeological sites; historic buildings, structures, objects, and sites; isolated artifacts; and the MFP.  The locations of these resources are identified on the attached map set (6 sheets) with respect to the cultural resources inventory study area.
Beginning in 2008, PCWA began evaluating select resources within the cultural resources study area to determine whether they may be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The eligibility studies were conducted in consultation with the USDA-FS, Tribes, and other interested stakeholders and focused specifically on 18 cultural resources (including the MFP) that could potentially be affected by: (1) Project operation and maintenance activities; or (2) construction, operation, and/or maintenance of potential Project betterments/improvements.  The cultural resources to be evaluated for NRHP eligibility were determined based on a detailed review of PCWA’s operation and maintenance activities.  Cultural resources that were evaluated for NRHP eligibility are shown on the attached map set, identified with green-colored labels. 
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